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Vacation volunteering
Thrilled by the dolphins, manatees, wild birds and fish they see at
Florida’s Beach, many visitors ask us how they can learn more about
how our marine environment supports so many wild creatures. 

We tell them the very best way to learn is to volunteer alongside
our local students and citizens to plant sea grasses, build new oyster
colonies, and perform other valuable services that are organized by
Tampa Bay Watch, a non-profit environmental organization dedicated

to habitat restoration and protection.
You might get wet. You might break a sweat. But you’ll learn a lot. You’ll meet new friends who also care

about the environment.  And you just might look back on this vacation and think it was your best vacation ever.
Check out the activities described below. Maybe this year you can schedule your vacation to lend a hand for

the environment. 
We thank you. Our dolphins, manatees, fish and birds thank you, too.

Seagrass replanting
Seagrasses help keep the water clean and they are
vital food source to many organisms. Tampa Bay
Watch staff and volunteers transplant seagrass from
healthy beds to bare areas.

Oyster domes
Oysters are a food source for birds, fish and other
wildlife and they help the bay in other ways, too.  But
they need a little help getting started. Volunteers place
concrete “oyster domes” in strategic locations. This
provides the hard surface that oysters need to grow
and start their colonies. Here’s an interesting factoid:
one oyster can filter up to ten gallons of seawater
every hour.

Monofilament Line Cleanup
Discarded fishing line tends to find its way into bird
rookeries and other sanctuaries. Birds become entan-
gled in it and then die because they can’t fly or feed.

During non-nesting season, typically October or early
November, volunteers enter bird nesting islands and
retrieve fishing line and other entangling debris from
the mangrove thickets.

Great Bay Scallop Search
Once a year, volunteers snorkel the shallow sandy
grass flats of lower Tampa bay to search for and
count scallops. The data help marine scientists deter-
mine if scallops are making a comeback. Volunteer
snorkelers don’t always spot a scallop, but they
always have stories to tell about the marvelous sealife
they have seen.

Summer Camp
If you’re entering grades 4 through 9, tell your parents
about this exciting week-long summer day camp.
Students create a salt marsh nursery, snorkel the
grassflats, pull seine nets to collect and identify small
fish and sea creatures, kayak through mangrove
islands, and even go on a dolphin-watching tour.  


